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A judicial decision on the former Eugenic Protection Act
by the Osaka High Court on March 23, 2023

Kajiwara Yousei

Japan College of Social Work

Abstract : In recent years, Japan has been seeing a series of lawsuits across the country regarding the so-called former
Eugenic Protection Act. The law came into effect in 1948 and remained in place until 1996. In fact, numerous people with
disabilities had been forcibly sterilized based on the provisions of this law. In response, a number of people affected by the
law individually filed lawsuits, arguing that such cases violated human rights and the Constitution. Several courts have
already ruled in support of the plaintiffs, deeming the law to be unconstitutional and ordering the state to pay compensation.
Leveraging an opportunity to look at an Osaka High Court ruling on March 23, 2023, I examined this judicial decision while

reviewing some relevant literature.
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