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The Social Position of Vocational Education at
Specialized Training Colleges

Honda Yuki

Professor, Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo

Abstract : The purpose of this article is to examine the position of vocational education in specialized training colleges
(hereinafter abbreviated as STCs) in Japanese society. As a result of examining the demand for education at vocational
schools based on school statistics, we found that STCs are particularly important as a route for women in rural areas to
obtain “female” qualifications such as in para-medical, childcare, and beauty-related fields (for boys, they are a route to
industrial and para-medical jobs). Vocational education at STCs has functions that go beyond simply training students in
“ready-to-work skills”; it also has a character-forming function, and students actively choose to attend STCs. Analyses of
high school student survey data also found that vocational awareness, such as the desire to “get a job with your hands”
(acquire expertise), is linked to students going on to STCs. However, while graduating from an STC leads to higher incomes
and career advancement for women compared to high school graduates, this effect is weaker for men. Finally, this article
points out that there are issues related to strengthening the functions of STCs, such as the school scale, the financial base, and

the balance between flexibility and institutionalization.
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