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Developing Education as a Calling, to Support Human Development

— Perspectives to dispel prejudices and misunderstandings about vocational education —

Tanaka Kazutoshi

Professor Emeritus, the Polytechnic University of Japan

Abstract : In Japan, there is an aversion to vocational education due to a unique view of “Kyou-Iku”. The author think that
this is due to misunderstanding due to ignorance and prejudice. These comprise prejudice against the “apprenticeship
system”, a misunderstanding of “education” and “training,” and an ideological interpretation of practical training. To resolve
these misunderstandings, this paper presents the significance of “developing education as a calling” in supporting human

development. Then, as a future task, we will pursue a completely different method of collaboration from the past.
Key Words : apprenticeship, diligent service, practice, independence, calling
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