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A recent court case on the former Eugenic Protection Act

— Osaka High Court overturning a lower court ruling on February 22, 2022 —

Kajiwara Yousei

Japan College of Social Work

Abstract : This paper focuses on a court case regarding the so-called former Eugenic Protection Act. On February 22,
2022, Osaka High Court overturned Osaka District Court’s decision, ordering the national government to compensate
plaintiffs. This is a case where the plaintiffs, including women forcibly sterilized under the Act and one of their spouses,
sought compensation from the government for damage but were rejected by the district court. While we recently see a
number of similar court cases across Japan, demanding compensation, district court decisions had rejected their claims on the
ground of the statute of limitations. At last, the high court gave its first ruling in the country and overturned the previous

decisions. In this paper, the author would like to examine court documents on this case while reviewing relevant literature.
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