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Rejected claims with regard to the former Eugenic Protection Act

— Focusing on the decision by the Sapporo District Court on January 15, 2021 —

Kajiwara Yousei

Japan College of Social Work

Abstract : In Japan, the so-called former Eugenic Protection Act was enacted soon after the end of World War II.
The law was applied to a large number of people, who were forced to undergo sterilization at hospitals because of
disabilities and other reasons. Decades later, in recent years, people who had been sterilized and their supporters
have been expressing their true feelings against the law. For example, there has been a series of lawsuits against
the Japanese government across the country, seeking damages, and district courts have started making decisions. In

this paper, the author would like to briefly examine the court documents on the cases rejecting plaintiffs’ claims.
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