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Asymmetry of Intersubjective Understanding in Humanities of
“Interface with Child” by KUJIRAOKA Takashi

Abe Kotaro" Yoshida Naoya?
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? Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract : This paper attempts to clarify the asymmetry of intersubjective understanding in humanities of “interface with
child” by KUJIRAOKA Takashi. Kujiraoka calls a particular emotional relationship between two persons “Setsu-men”
(interface), the space in which they can understand each other. It is the key for Kujiraoka’s humanities of “interface with
child” to understand intersubjectively between two persons. Sticking out the “tongue of emotion” is a metaphorical phrase
expressing this particular intersubjective understanding between two people. However, in the relationship between a child
and a child caregiver, it is emphasized and essential only for the latter to stick out his/her “tongue of emotion” toward the
child. Kujiraoka does not refer to another aspect of intersubjective understanding: a child who is sticking out his/her “tongue
of emotion” toward the child caregiver. There is asymmetry of understanding others or of the relationship between child and
child caregivers: intersubjective understanding between the two is not intersubjective. After all, it is a huge mistake to think

that we can perceive others’ emotions naturally and correctly by “tongue of emotion.”

Key Words : Relation between Child and Child Caregiver, Life Cycle, “Tongue of Emotion”, Maurice Merleau-Ponty,
HIROMATSU Wataru
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