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“A study on street prostitutes” in 1951:

A historical document in Hokkaido

Kajiwara Yousei

Faculty of Social Welfare, Japan College of Social Work

Abstract : The Anti-Prostitution Act was promulgated on May 24, 1956, and came into force on April 1, 1957. I have
learned about a thin book titled “A study on street prostitutes,” a document compiled in Hokkaido in March 1951 which had
been overlooked by researchers. Actually, around the time this book was published, a considerable number of street
prostitutes existed in Hokkaido, and ordinances were enacted one after another to crack down on prostitution. At the
beginning of the thin book I obtained, it is mentioned that Division of Women and Children in Hokkaido Department of
Welfare commissioned this study. The short version of Tanaka B Intelligence Scale was used in the intelligence test, and the
Uchida-Kraepelin Test was used to measure task performance. The subjects were women involuntarily admitted to
prefectural hospitals in Hokkaido through crackdowns. The results showed the “extremely low level of intelligence” among
the subjects. In this report, I illustrate how the study on street prostitutes was focused from the perspective of the local

administration in this region, along with some literature review.
Key Words : The Anti-Prostitution Act, street prostitutes, intelligence, task performance
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