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Possibility of international human rights protection
in constitutionalist state

— Implementation of Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights —

Akiko Yamaguchi

Lecturer, Takamatsu Junior College

Abstract : The problems of business and human rights have become attracting attention through the mass media since
the 1990s, and it is one of the problems of the international community. Currently, we are moving to the stage of
implementing initiatives centered around the UN Human Rights Council “Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights” (2011) in each country. When introducing so-called “international norms” such as the Guiding Principles, etc.
into domestic policies, how will each country position it in each legal system?

In this paper, we first focus on the actual characteristics of this international norm and clarify its influence and
effectiveness. Next, after clarifying the Constitutional points on incorporating the Guiding Principles into domestic
policies, we analyze the current situation and problems of Japan compared with EU countries, which are developed
countries in this field. Then, it became clear that there are differences in acceptance situation depending on the
domestic constitution and the legal position respectively.
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