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The Socioeconomic Significance of the “Kaigo” Business
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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to consider that “kaigo (caregiving)” is a socioeconomic cost and is not a
consumption-style cost but rather an investment cost. Considering “kaigo” as an investment cost, I explain its two
meanings of: support of the productive activity of the “kaigo” recipient, and the prevention of a decrease in productivity
when “kaigo” is provided by family members and others.

Furthermore, when “kaigo” does not have a productivity meaning and becomes consumption-style “kaigo,” the
meaning of the survival of elderly “kaigo” recipients must be questioned at a fundamental level. The issue of the
meaning of survival in old age is directly linked to the issue of people’s basic value as human beings. Therefore,
questioning the socio-economic meaning of “kaigo” is an important task.

The term “kaigo” means actions related to support of the activities of a person who is able to carry out only limited
activities due to a disability or the like.
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