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Toward a Structural Understanding of the Professionality
of Childcarers

Yoshida Naoya®? Suzuki Yasuhiro? Abe Kotaro?
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Abstract : This paper focuses on discussions on childcarer professionality in Japan and related issues. Since the year

2000, two definitions of childcarer professionality have been presented. In the first version, professionality is

characterized by the various situations that childcarers usually face. However, these various definitions adapted to

specific situations cannot be integrated into a single definition. In the second version, professionality is derived from

“caring,” which is a central idea of the profession. However, this central concept is too abstract, so the question of

“what is caring?” should be discussed. In both of these definitions, possible methods of learning professionality are not

clarified. For instance, professionality might be attributed to the innate character of the childcarer.
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