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Miura Tetsuo’s “Yuta to Fushigi na Nakamatachi:”
— Modern Authors, Folk Tales and Folklore / Another “Zashikiwarashi Ibun” —

Hara Zen

Japan Juvenile Education College

Abstract : Miura Tetsuo’s “Yuta to Fushigi na Nakamatachi” is the author’s only literary work for children. It seems to
differ from the rest of his work genealogy but this work should be included, since some of his works for adults include
contents with motifs of zashikiwarashi. Moreover, Miura’s childhood and family line have cast a shadow on his works.
His motivation originated from the continued interest in zashikiwarashi he had, which was deeply rooted in his life.
“Yuta to Fushigi na Nakamatachi” leads to “Shinobugawa,” “Byakuya o Tabisuru Hitobito,” and so on, and it should be
positioned in the mainstream of Miura literature. A typical phenomenon can be seen: when a modern writer adapts folk
tales, the writer’s own personal themes tend to enter the works. If one refers to the subsequent work “Zashikiwarashi
Ibun,” one can see that “Yuta to Fushigina Nakamatachi” stands out among the Zashikiwarashi genealogy. This fact

obviously shows its originality as an “Ibun” (strange story).

Key Words : Miura Tetsuo, “Yuta to Fushigi na Nakamatachi”, Zashikiwarashi wraith child, the genealogy of the work,
folk tales and creation
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