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Between Expression and Knowledge

— Rethinking the Institutional Status of Autoethnography —

Furuya Atsushi

Takata Junior College

Abstract : This paper critically reexamines the institutionalization of autoethnography (AE) as a legitimate form of
qualitative research. While AE advocates for “narrative justice” and the visibility of marginalized voices, it often lacks key
epistemic standards required of scholarly inquiry — namely, methodological transparency, theoretical abstraction,
falsifiability, dialogic engagement, and institutional evaluability. Drawing on philosophical, sociological, and
epistemological theories, the paper demonstrates how AE structurally internalizes immunity to critique and undermines the
foundations of qualitative research. Ultimately, it argues that although AE may have expressive and ethical value, it does not
meet the criteria of academic research and must be situated outside the institutional domain of scholarship to preserve both

the dignity of narrative and the integrity of knowledge.
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