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The Significance of Professional Training Colleges in Regional Areas

— from the Perspective of Occupational and Regional Socialization —

Uegami Kazuki

Fukuoka University

Abstract : What is the significance of professional training college education in regional areas, from the
perspective of regional socialization through occupational socialization?

To approach the above question, we established the perspective of occupational-regional socialization and
examined the education provided by four professional training colleges in Nagano Prefecture, from this viewpoint.
The results demonstrated that professional training colleges in regional areas cultivate members of occupational-
regional communities through vocational education and form the foundation for integrating these members into
occupational-regional communities. The academic significance of this study lies in delineating the significance of
professional training college education in regional areas — a significance that had previously been difficult to grasp
— from the perspective of vocational-regional socialization. Furthermore, this study demonstrates that the
perspective of vocational-regional socialization is an effective approach for understanding professional training

college education, which is another significant contribution of this work.

Key Words : Professional training college, vocational education, the significance of professional training colleges

in regional areas, vocational-regional socialization, members of the local community
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