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Why the Syllabus is Important in Higher Education

Kawatei Motoyuki

Professor Emeritus of Otsuma Woman’s University

Representative Director of Research, Development and Innovation Promotion Agency for Vocational Education and Training

Abstract : The biggest problem in modern Japanese higher education is neglect of the syllabus, which is a form of learning
support. Instructors need to return to the fundamental point of learning how to facilitate the mutual development among life
experiences, tacit knowledge, explicit knowledge. Furthermore, learning support must enhance learning outcomes through
student-centered learning communities. Such learning support requires lesson planning that incorporates many elements. The
syllabus should both be, based on this lesson planning, and communicate to students the benefits of taking the course, the

enjoyment of learning, its effectiveness, and the self-learning tasks necessary to achieve these goals.
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