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Lawsuits for state redress pertaining to the former Eugenic Protection Act

—A decision by the Grand Bench of the Supreme Court on July 3, 2024—

Kajiwara Yousei

Japan College of Social Work

Abstract : The so-called former Eugenic Protection Act in Japan, enacted in 1948, included a provision allowing forced
sterilization of people with specific disorders and disabilities without their consent. The law was indeed applied to numerous
people, resulting in sterilization surgery. In recent years, courts have given a series of rulings, declaring the former law
unconstitutional, and these decisions have been drawing public attention in the country. Then, on July 3, 2024, the Grand
Bench of the Supreme Court made a decision pertaining to the lawsuits for state redress: They also found the provision on
surgery in the law unconstitutional. I examined this case for state redress using court documents while also reviewing some

relevant literature.
Key Words : former Eugenic Protection Act, sterilization surgery, state redress, the Supreme Court
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