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Training the “Unfit”

— Toward an Educational Space of Deviance, Margins, and Becoming —

Furuya Atsushi

Takata Junior College

Abstract : This study critically examines the construction of “suitability” in Japan’s early childhood educator training
system by focusing on students deemed “unfit” for the profession. Experiences often labeled as failure — such as confusion,
fear, inarticulateness, and emotional discomfort — are not signs of individual inadequacy but reflect the structural exclusions
inherent in institutional definitions of an “ideal” childcare provider. Drawing on Deleuze and Guattari’s concept of
becoming, this paper reframes deviation not as a defect to be corrected but as a generative force that exposes and disrupts the
normative assumptions embedded in evaluation systems, practicum structures, and curriculum design. Rather than
reinforcing the regime of training ideal educators, the study proposes an alternative pedagogical framework that embraces
uncertainty, relational fragility, and unspoken experiences as the ground of ethical transformation. Ultimately, it asserts that
education should not function to reinforce existing institutional norms, but rather open ruptures — spaces in which
previously silenced subjectivities may speak and act. The training of early childhood educators must be reimagined not for

the “qualified,” but through and with the “unqualified.”

Key Words : Early Childhood Educator Training, Suitability Assessment, Deviance and Marginality, Pedagogy of

Becoming, Institutional Critique
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