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The Significance of Professional Training Colleges in Regional Areas

— from the Perspective of Occupational and Regional Socialization —

Uegami Kazuki

Fukuoka University

Abstract : What is the significance of professional training college education in regional areas, from the
perspective of regional socialization through occupational socialization?

To approach the above question, we established the perspective of occupational-regional socialization and
examined the education provided by four professional training colleges in Nagano Prefecture, from this viewpoint.
The results demonstrated that professional training colleges in regional areas cultivate members of occupational-
regional communities through vocational education and form the foundation for integrating these members into
occupational-regional communities. The academic significance of this study lies in delineating the significance of
professional training college education in regional areas — a significance that had previously been difficult to grasp
— from the perspective of vocational-regional socialization. Furthermore, this study demonstrates that the
perspective of vocational-regional socialization is an effective approach for understanding professional training

college education, which is another significant contribution of this work.

Key Words : Professional training college, vocational education, the significance of professional training colleges

in regional areas, vocational-regional socialization, members of the local community
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The Administrative Behavior of Professional Training Colleges
Establishments and Its Impact on Institutional Diversity

Mizuta Makoto

Katayanagi Institute, The School of Graduate Studies, The Open University of Japan

Abstract : This study aims to clarify the relationship between the administrative behaviors of professional training colleges
and their sectoral and regional diversity. It is widely accepted that diversity is the defining feature of professional training
colleges; however, there has been little research about how diversity varies over time and across regions, or about the
mechanisms driving it. The data used for analysis were derived from a list of professional training colleges published by the
Association for Technical and Career Education. First, this study analyzed patterns of establishment and closure of
professional training colleges as key administrative behaviors. Findings indicate that establishments and closures occurred
continuously, although they varied depending on time and region. Furthermore, administrative behaviors by the same
corporation were defined as “expansion,” and this form of “expansion” was found to occur frequently in both the Business
and Culture and the General Education fields. It was also found that “expansion” is more common in regions with high

diversity across fields. These results lead us to conclude that “expansion” contributes to increasing the diversity of fields.

Key Words : Professional Training College, Establishment of Professional Training College, Establishment and Closure,

“Expansion” of Colleges and Fields, Diversity
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A Preliminary Study on Social Capital Formation among
International Care Worker Students in the Initial Stage

Tahara Seiichiro? Komura Yuki?

" Faculty of International Business Management Kyoei University

? Faculty of Economics, Shimonoseki City University

Abstract : This preliminary study examined social capital formation among seven international care worker students
during their initial period in Japan. While Japan faces a projected shortage of care workers and has seen a rapid increase in
accepting international care worker students, empirical research on their social network formation remains limited. Through
questionnaire surveys and interviews with seven care worker students, this study analyzed their social capital in both Japan
and their home countries across four dimensions: networks, trust, norms of reciprocity, and resource access.

The findings revealed that friendship formation in Japan centered primarily on interactions with other multinational
international students, with limited relationship building with Japanese nationals. Trust remained heavily concentrated on
families in their home countries, while expectations under norms of reciprocity were highest toward teachers at schools and
workplaces, and access to professional resources was restricted. International care students in the early stages of their arrival
in Japan confront dual challenges: over-reliance on institutional support and the diminishment of their role as local
community members. Support strategies that leverage established trust in educational institutions and instructors as a

foundation for progressively building relationships with local residents are required.
Key Words : care worker, international, social capital
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Towards improving the national exam pass rate for
international students studying to become care workers

— The effects of patterned memorization strategies —

Hosono Mayo" Mimura Mio?

Y Department of Care Welfare, Japan Welfare EducationCollege

? Academic Management Division, Japan Welfare EducationCollege

Abstract : This study addresses the low passing rate of international students on the Certified Care Worker
National Examination, aiming to enhance the professional skills of the growing number of foreign caregivers in
Japan. We designed and implemented a short-term, memory-focused learning support program for international
students, particularly those who had not yet passed the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) N2.

The program, which ran for four months starting in October 2024, was based on learning science principles such as
active recall and the protégé effect. We provided supplementary classes to students at our institution who had not
met a specific benchmark on a practice exam.

The results of this study indicate that, rather than focusing exclusively on an international student’s Japanese
proficiency, it is essential to adopt scientifically grounded teaching methods that address individual learning needs
in order to improve international students’ pass rates.

These findings suggest that simply focusing on a student’s Japanese language level is insufficient. Instead, the
introduction of evidence-based teaching methods tailored to individual learning needs is crucial for improving the
passing rate for international students.

Key Words : international students, the Certified Care Worker National Examination, Japanese language level,
output, learning effectiveness
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Training the “Unfit”

— Toward an Educational Space of Deviance, Margins, and Becoming —

Furuya Atsushi

Takata Junior College

Abstract : This study critically examines the construction of “suitability” in Japan’s early childhood educator training
system by focusing on students deemed “unfit” for the profession. Experiences often labeled as failure — such as confusion,
fear, inarticulateness, and emotional discomfort — are not signs of individual inadequacy but reflect the structural exclusions
inherent in institutional definitions of an “ideal” childcare provider. Drawing on Deleuze and Guattari’s concept of
becoming, this paper reframes deviation not as a defect to be corrected but as a generative force that exposes and disrupts the
normative assumptions embedded in evaluation systems, practicum structures, and curriculum design. Rather than
reinforcing the regime of training ideal educators, the study proposes an alternative pedagogical framework that embraces
uncertainty, relational fragility, and unspoken experiences as the ground of ethical transformation. Ultimately, it asserts that
education should not function to reinforce existing institutional norms, but rather open ruptures — spaces in which
previously silenced subjectivities may speak and act. The training of early childhood educators must be reimagined not for

the “qualified,” but through and with the “unqualified.”

Key Words : Early Childhood Educator Training, Suitability Assessment, Deviance and Marginality, Pedagogy of

Becoming, Institutional Critique
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Why the Syllabus is Important in Higher Education

Kawatei Motoyuki

Professor Emeritus of Otsuma Woman’s University

Representative Director of Research, Development and Innovation Promotion Agency for Vocational Education and Training

Abstract : The biggest problem in modern Japanese higher education is neglect of the syllabus, which is a form of learning
support. Instructors need to return to the fundamental point of learning how to facilitate the mutual development among life
experiences, tacit knowledge, explicit knowledge. Furthermore, learning support must enhance learning outcomes through
student-centered learning communities. Such learning support requires lesson planning that incorporates many elements. The
syllabus should both be, based on this lesson planning, and communicate to students the benefits of taking the course, the

enjoyment of learning, its effectiveness, and the self-learning tasks necessary to achieve these goals.

Key Words : syllabus, active learning, learning community, tacit knowledge, course design
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Between Expression and Knowledge

— Rethinking the Institutional Status of Autoethnography —

Furuya Atsushi

Takata Junior College

Abstract : This paper critically reexamines the institutionalization of autoethnography (AE) as a legitimate form of
qualitative research. While AE advocates for “narrative justice” and the visibility of marginalized voices, it often lacks key
epistemic standards required of scholarly inquiry — namely, methodological transparency, theoretical abstraction,
falsifiability, dialogic engagement, and institutional evaluability. Drawing on philosophical, sociological, and
epistemological theories, the paper demonstrates how AE structurally internalizes immunity to critique and undermines the
foundations of qualitative research. Ultimately, it argues that although AE may have expressive and ethical value, it does not
meet the criteria of academic research and must be situated outside the institutional domain of scholarship to preserve both

the dignity of narrative and the integrity of knowledge.
Key Words : Autoethnography, Qualitative Research, Methodological Critique, Epistemic Validity, Epistemic Institution
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The Importance of Vocational Education and HRM for
Professional Personnel

Sasamoto Yoshiyuki

TRYGROUP

Abstract : Japan’s world of work is shifting quickly. The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare is taking a hard
look at the fundamental question of who qualifies as an “employee,” moving deeper into the criteria used to
determine worker status under Japanese labor law. Against this backdrop, I want to revisit what work means and
examine human resource management (HRM) through the lens of management studies. The timing is notable:
next year marks the 100th anniversary of the Japan Academy of Business Administration. It feels like we are at a
historic inflection point in how HRM is understood within the field. I will proceed in two steps. First, I analyze an
important recent case—the Shiga Prefectural Council of Social Welfare decision (Supreme Court, Second Petty
Bench, April 26, 2024) —to unpack the court’s reasoning. Second, I revisit core theories of HRM in management
studies. In particular, the Kobe University tradition of research on Japanese firms led by the late Professor Tadao

Kagono, who passed away last year, remains essential for Japan’s future.
Key Words : Management, HRM, Labor Law, Vocational education, Kobe University
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